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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

DRAFT 30 June 1959
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
SUBJECT: Short.Ternm Outlook in Irag

1. Recent weeks have produced a spate of indicatioﬁﬁthnt the
Qassin regine is noving to curdt the power of the Corrmnists in Iraq.
A nurber of nationnlists and old-regine sympathizers have been
released from detention and there are reports of nore releases to
coue. BSone rankeond«file Cormmunists hove been arrested. Most ine
portont, the Qossim government is apparently moving strongly to

STAT
linit the power of the Corrmnistedominated Popular Resistance Forces.

Inspired by these and similor developments, the nationolists, who were
opporently without hope two months 8go, have re-energed. There ie no
‘indication as yet, however, of any concerted action by the various

non=Corrmnist parties.

2. We do not now believe, as wos estimnted in SNIE's on Yraq in

February and April, that thesgcmcunists ere-tiiely ta condinue to bave

thinps 81Y their way ond thod neither Qassin nor anyone else possesges

the will to clip their wings. This does not necessarily oean that the
tide hos turned finaolly and irrevocobly agoinst the Corrunists. They
almost certainly retain an influentinl position in government ninistries
and some arny commands. Their power over rnss organizations and street

nobs hos not evaporoted. The regime has 88 yet shown no signs of dise
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satisfoction with its close ties with and heavy dependence on the

Sino-Soviet Bloc.

3. Any estinate of what will hoppen next has to be bighly
tentative, though it is nov necessary to lengthen the previous odda
on the likelihood of a decisive Cormmunist tokeover. The Soviet
Arbessodor has left for Moscow for "medical reascons” ond the USSR
rny decide that a tactic of retreat, or of temporary accormodation,
is now the better part of Corrunist velor. Indeed, there is a recent
report that n££éupts ore being made to work out & united front with
the leftist Notionolixt Denocratic Party. On the other hend, the
Corrunists, whether or not procpted by Moscow, ey feel immelled to
strike back == not only to protect past gadns but also thei;tskins
agoinet the reprisals that would be likely if the nationnlists goined
dordnance; and the USSR con hardly relish the prospect of a cleor

Comrunist defent.

L. The period between now and 14 July, the first anniversery of
the Revolution, promises to be cne of intense political maneuvering.
Events toking place during this period of popular enoctional buildup

could eneily precipitate a showdown, even if unintentional.
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